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Medicine Storage and     
Disposal 
The old prescription bottle stowed away at the back 
of your medicine cabinet may seem like an  
innocuous concern, but its presence has serious 
consequences if mishandled. With prescription drug 
abuse a chief concern among many communities, 
proper medicine storage and disposal has proved 
critical to keeping individuals and families safe.  
According to the Office of National Drug Control  
Policy, more than 71,000 children 18 years and 
younger visit the emergency room each year for  
unintentional overdoses.  

Medicine Storage 

Try to keep all prescriptions in a single location. 

Since pharmaceutical information is located on the 

bottle, it’s equally important to keep all medicine in 

its original container. Heat and humidity can  

damage medicine, so keep prescriptions in a cool 

and dry area. While bathroom cabinets are often 


